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At the 2bth anniversary of the
Advanced Science Research Center

Makoto OKA  Director General

The Advanced Science Research Center (ASRC) was established in April, 1993, with the aims of (1) focusing
on fundamental research pertaining to the origins of principles and phenomena, and apply the results to atomic
energy research and development, (2) conducting research that leads to the development of other fields along
with the development of atomic energy. The Center was under the direct control of the President, and it was
managed by a Director General invited from the outside. The foundation of the Center was laid under the first
Director General Prof. Muneyuki DATE, and Profs. Hiroshi YASUOKA, Yoshihiko HATANO, and Sadamichi
MAEKAWA have served as Directors General in the 25 years that have passed since. I was honored to be
appointed as a Director General in April 2018, on the 25th anniversary, and I really feel the responsibility of
continuing the task of advancing basic science.

In the meantime, although the circumstances for the atomic energy have changed considerably, and
many complications have arisen, the importance of the fundamental scientific research in JAEA, which is a
comprehensive research institution of atomic energy, will only increase in the coming years. The purpose of
basic science is to observe and analyze various phenomena in nature (universe), including human beings, and to
determine the underlying principles. Based on these principles, human beings develop various techniques and
enrich their lives by using energy, as well as understanding the formation and evolution of the universe . Because
the latest inventions require advanced scientific knowledge of the microscopic (quantum) world, breakthroughs
in basic science are essential. At ASRC, we believe that basic science researches are essential for innovation, and
we pursue not only basic technologies for atomic energy but also scientific knowledge connected to universal
value.

Such basic researches rely on individual researchers' originality and on the provision of an environment
in which such individuals can think freely. Recently, the Science Council of Japan has stressed in its
recommendation on the need for providing such support (dual support) to sustain basic science investigations,
when budgets for project-oriented large-scale research are increased. ASRC would like to ask further support
for conducting basic science researchs by appealing our cutting-edge research results and their application to
society.

In ASRC, we consider human resources as the most valuable asset, and offer an environment in which
researchers can conduct spontaneous and original researches. Moreover, we believe that collaborations with
other institutions are important for gaining a wide perspective. We have appointed five persons from the outside
(two of whom are foreigners) as guest group leaders for the six research groups. Moreover, we have employed
four persons from the list of about 200 Excellent Young Researchers in FY2017 and FY2018 selected under the
program of Leading Initiatives for Excellent Young Researchers by MEXT. Furthermore, we adopted many
postdoctoral fellows who have just completed a PhD and many research fellows to support the postdoctoral
fellows and graduate students. Appointments have been made to other JAEA departments as well, and
ASRC, too, serves as a source of excellent research talent. I believe that these steps will bring us further the

development of ASRC over the next 25 years.
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