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To creation of innovation
from advanced basic research

Toshio KODAMA  President

“Innovation” is the buzzword these days. It is changing society as we know it by creating new pockets of
value.

Japan is investing considerable resources to further scientific and technological innovation. The 5th Science
and Technology Basic Plan formulated in H28 highlights the fundamental view of leading Japan toward becoming
“the country that is most suitable for innovation in the universe.” The Cabinet decided on the integrated
innovation strategy in June 2018, thus greenlighting the implementation of concrete measures.

The mission of Japan Atomic Energy Agency, as the premier national research and development agency, is
to contribute to the welfare of society through nuclear technology. Specifically, the agency is focused on research
and development for establishing a nuclear fuel cycle, radioactive waste disposal, safety of a nuclear power,
decommissioning of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, and environmental restoration. We also conduct
researches in basic and advanced sciences and promotion of our results. These are truly the activity to make
innovations.

At JAEA, we formulated the "Innovation Creation Strategy” in March FY2017. In this Strategy, we
summarized the measures that would foster “innovation related to exploitation of nuclear energy” and “innovation
through nuclear science” at JAEA considering the circumstances within and outside of JAEA.

Among these goals, under “innovation through nuclear science,” we aim to create intellectual, cultural, and
social value via scientific discovery or creation of new intellectual concepts in various domains, such as basic
science, matter science, and material science.

The Advanced Science Research in JAEA is the one which has the greatest possibility of realizing a
breakthrough innovation.

Advanced Science Research aims to unlock the unlimited possibilities in nuclear science from the standpoint
of basic science, develop new academic fields in the process, and aim for the promotion of academic progress
and state-of-the-art science and technology. Specifically, in the fields of actinide science and nuclear materials, we
are conducting the most advanced nuclear scientific research in the world, which is expected to have extremely
strong academic and technological impacts.

Under Advanced Science Research, many excellent research results have been published in leading
academic journals, and academic awards have been given in Japan and abroad. and it is highly evaluated in the
performance evaluation of the National Research and Development Corporation. Based on these results, I believe
that the domain of advanced basic research has adequate potential to generate breakthrough innovations. To
link these to innovation, it is important to determine the potential needs of the world and link them to concrete
results of advanced basic research. To that end, we have a broad perspective and a high viewpoint, we need to
work on research and look to society.

I hope that advanced basic research will lead to innovations that will change our lives significantly. This is in
line with the JAEA' s management philosophy of “opening up the future of nuclear power and contributing to

the welfare of human society.” .
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