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Advanced Science Research Center (ASRC) has
been making various efforts including the employment
of foreign researchers to be an international COE. In
this article, we held a group interview with 6 foreign
researchers working at ASRC to know the impression
of ASRC in an international viewpoint, which helps to

promote the internationalization of ASRC.

Please introduce yourself.

RO “T am 39 years old, Italian, arrived 4 years ago at
JAEA. T got a permanent position, I love Japan and
I am planning to stay. I am married with a Japanese
woman and we have a daughter, soon to become 1
year old. °

BG “I am Bo Gu, a senior scientist in the spin-energy
transformation science group in ASRC. I came
from China, and obtained my Ph.D. in University of
Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beijing in March
2007. After that, I moved to Tohoku University in
Sendai as a post doctor for three years. In April

2010, T joined the ASRC as a post doctor, and
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became a JAEA staff since April 2012, °

NMC “I' m Nadine, a postdoctoral fellow in the
Research Group for Heavy Element Nuclear Science
since April 2017. I come from Italy - specifically
from Verona, but during the past four years I was
living Zurich, Switzerland, while I was pursuing my
PhD at the Paul Scherrer Institute.

FGG ‘I am Mexican but lived in England for 4 years
during my PhD course. I have a bachelor degree
in Environmental Engineering and specialized in
Environmental Chemistry in my Ph. D. Currently
I am working in ASRC as a postdoctoral fellow
studying cesium to help understanding its behavior
in the forests in Fukushima. “

MK “T am Mark and I am from the UK. I have been
working at JAEA for a year and half now.

KKR “I am MEXT scholarship doctoral student from
Cambodia and the funding period is 3 years and half.
I have been in Japan since April 4, 2016. I spent 1
year in Tokyo before coming to Tokai on April 1,
2017, because I am belonging to Tokyo Institute of
Technology. Due to my program, I plan to conduct
my research until the end of my funding period in
JAEA. Since I got married and my wife has joined
me in Japan, I have been allowed to stay in JAEA

dormitory which is a very convenient place. *

Why did you join JAEA?

RO ‘T visited JAEA when I came to Japan for the first
time for an experiment at RIKEN. I had a very nice
impression of the people I met, the Tandem facility
that we have on campus and the research that can
be carried out. So I applied for a position here, and
obtained.

BG ‘I joined JAEA because of Prof. Sadamichi
Maekawa. Prof. Maekawa become a Director
General in ASRC since April 2010. Several group
members including me in his previous lab in Tohoku
University have moved to ASRC at the same time. *

NMC “While I was a PhD student at PSIL, I had the
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opportunity to collaborate with the JAEA research
group In different international projects. The several
conferences to which we all participated helped
to strengthen these collaborations. The JAEA
research group have a high international reputation,
and JAEA is well-known to be a state-of-the-art
research center. Furthermore, during my PhD I

had also the chance to travel to Japan, and I found

this experience extremely fascinating. So, when

there was an opening postdoc position at JAEA, I

NMC [FAASPSI CTHELIREOFEELZ 2L &, S L

immediately applied. *

FGG ‘I knew about JAEA recruiting through my PhD
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co-supervisor. I decided to apply for the job because

the research topic is related to contamination
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tsunami in Fukushima in 2011, which matches my
interests closely. This job has also given me the
opportunity to come to a new country where I can
learn completely different things from my previous

experiences personally and professionally.

MK “I visited JAEA, during my PhD, to take part

in an experiment. It was my first time to come
to JAEA and my first time to visit Japan. I was
impressed with the quality of the research and the
facilities here, and how helpful the staff were. So
I decided I would like to apply for a post-doctoral

position here once I graduated. *

KKR “To tell the true, I don' t know about JAEA

from the beginning. I like sciences and in my
country, it is not possible to do sciences. To achieve
my dream, I need to go to a developed country
like Japan. So, I applied for a scholarship that is
annually provided by MEXT through Japan embassy
in Cambodia. I made my effort to pass several
selection stages. In the final selection, I need to find
an academic supervisor. I have a connection with
Bordeaux university professor, prof. I. Tsekhanovich,
who has a research relationship with Nishio-san.
Nishio-san agreed to introduce me to prof. Chiba

Satoshi. As a result, I was accepted by both prof.
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Chiba Satoshi and Nishio-san for my research

activities in JAEA. ©

How is Tokai life?

RO “I love Tokai. It is peaceful, green, people are

wonderful. Tokyo is close and I go when I miss being
in a big city. But daily life in Tokai feels healthier
than Tokyo. In Tokai one can get a big house with a
garden, which would be unaffordable in a large city.
One of the main difficulties for foreigners is to make
friends with Japanese people, but in my case, it was
not a problem. Speaking a little bit of Japanese was

indeed a great help. “

BG ‘I and my wife and my son have lived in Tokai

since April 2010. Tokai is very small town, but life in
Tokai is convenient. There are many restaurants, 24-
hour shops, and a few supermarkets, many clinics, a
very good library. Especially, my family are enjoying
the Kasamatsu Sports Park. It is also convenient to

go to Mito or Tokyo by train. *

NMC ‘I think Tokai offers everything that is needed

for everyday life - a shopping mall, supermarkets,
restaurants, convenience stores, tennis courts / gym
/ swimming pool, even a karaokel Every two weeks
we receive the “Koho Tokai” , a newsletter with
useful information for all Tokai residents, including
interesting events organized in the village. During
the weekends, it is possible to visit the surrounding
areas, or any Japanese cityl, just by taking the train
or the bus at Tokai' s main station. What I like the

most, is living nearby work. I just need to ride my
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bike, and in 10 minutes I' m already at the JAEA
main gate. That makes life really relaxed! *

FGG ‘I would say life in Tokai is tranquil and quiet.
It is a peaceful place where you can get around to
different places in just a few minutes by bicycle.
People in general is kind and respectful. It is also
conveniently close to Mito and Katsuta which have
most things big cities offer, for example, shops,
restaurants, bars, etc.

MK “Life in Tokai is a little quiet to say the least! It
helps that there are other foreign post docs here
in a similar situation, so there are people to go out
drinking with and go travelling with. Without them,

life would be pretty tough! “

Y

[
KKR “Everything is good for living in Tokai but
sometime my wife and I feel isolated because neither

other Cambodian people nor close friends. *

How is your present research environment?

RO “I am interested in the study of the nuclear
structure of nuclei, and how it changes in very
exotic systems. The group I work in is one of the
world leaders in the study the physical and chemical
properties of the heaviest man-made elements, that
is, heavier than Uranium. The Tandem accelerator
facility in the JAEA campus provides the highest
voltage of any other Tandem accelerator in the world,
actinide targets. I am very happy of the research we
do, and JAEA 1is one of the very few places in the
world where such research can be carried out. *

BG ‘I am in the spin-energy transformation science
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group in ASRC, where half is experimental
researchers and half is theoretical researchers. I
am theoretical people, and I have learned many
interesting things from experimental peoples with
very different background. My research is about
the theory of novel behaviors of electrons spin in
solids. The aim is to build up the basic principles
for electron spin-based electronic devices, because
the development of today’ s widely used electron
charge-based electronics devices is closing to
physical limit. It is an important and challenging

theme. “

NMC “I am really happy with the research

environment. Besides my main project, I am involved
in other domestic and international projects, I can
participate to several conferences and workshops,
and I can also develop my own ideas in a totally
supportive and highly professional environment. *

FGG “The working environment, at least, in my
group, is good and I feel supported in my research.
Moreover, I have a good relationship with coworkers
from my group and others which make my time at
work more enjoyable. I like my research topic and
am happy with the level of challenge I am facing at
the moment. “

MK “The work environment is conducive to working
effectively. My research program is challenging
without being far too stressful. I think it has the
right balance, and I look forward to the next stage
of my research here at JAEA. ©

KKR “It is a good place for my research activities. I

think my current research subject is so interesting

HBRlZ/—N Vol. 24 No.1 March 2018
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because it is very useful for nuclear data. I am
looking for a challenging research topic since it must

be good for my future carrier. *

£

What is your impression for JAEA, ASRC, and
JAEA researchers

RO “ASRC is a nice environment. People are friendly

and very competent. And they find clever ways of
doing cutting edge research despite a significant lack
of funding. It is a pity to see how every year the
funding of ASRC gets reduced, in percentage, more
than the budget of other JAEA centers and facilities.

JAEA is a very interesting place to work in. I
wish that there were more occasion of meeting
people working in other divisions and other centers.
JAEA is very big and most people like me lack a
clear vision of the full impact of JAEA on society.
In fact, despite knowing the mission of JAEA, I do
not have the feeling that JAEA has a clearly defined
identity. It behaves like a nuclear authority, but it
is not the same as the French CEA. Also, it seems
that JAEA wants to become more international, but
the process is very slow. Most of the official forms
in JAEA are only in Japanese. JAEA in my opinion
could also chose not to become more international.
But if that is the aim, then all forms which are now
only in Japanese, and in particular the portal site,
needs to be made fully available in English. Why
can JAEA not employ some people working only as
translators?

Also, when foreign people come to work here,
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a more structured support with housing and daily
life tasks would be desirable. At the moment, the
responsibility is left to the groups joined by the
newcomers.

BG “My first impression is that the ASRC building is
very solid. I still remembered that one of my collage
in ASRC was living in the ASRC building during the
hard time of March 11, 2011. He told me that he felt
safer in the ASRC building than in the dormitory.
My second impression is that many researchers in
ASRC do not dress in JAEA uniform. In this sense,
ASRC is more like an institute in university, and I
like it.

NMC “JAEA is a high-quality research institute, I
really appreciate the fact of having the Tandem
accelerator where we can conduct our own project.
The Research Group where I am working is really
active, we have many international and domestic
collaborations. Plus, my colleagues help me not only
with fruitful scientific discussions, but they also
assisted me to settle down in Japan - this made me
feel immediately at easel *

FGG ‘T would overall say that my experience working
in ASRC and JAEA has been a positive one.
Working here has given the great opportunity of
working with top technologies and all the resources
I need to conduct my research successfully. I would
say JAEA researchers are mostly friendly and
welcoming people, despite the language barrier. *

MK “During my time here, I have been very
impressed by the colleagues in my group. They are
always ready to help with any problem. And having
the Tandem Accelerator facility on site is fantastic,
enabling really nice research to be performed.

KKR “It is a very good opportunity for me to work
in the center where is equipped by modern and
expensive devices as well as I have a chance to
learn from very generous and qualified researchers

that I cannot do in my country. *

HBRlZ/—N Vol. 24 No.1 March 2018
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Suggestions to JAEA and ASRC for

improvements.

RO “1) More personnel (both permanent and
temporary). And better chosen. For example, for
some jobs fluency in English should be required.

2) More support for research, in terms of funding
and from research promotion office.
3) Please avoid long emails with 5 different
attachments, and pages and pages of forms to be
read.
4) More flexibility: allow personnel to indicate they
would like to go and work if moved from current
position. Allow people to come back to their previous
jobs.
5) English version of portal site

For internationalization: making English speaking
a requirement for group secretaries, scientific talks
in English or at least with slides written in English,
and organize more English course for the personnel. *

BG “I hope that ASRC can attract more international
researchers, since it is important and helpful is
exchange fresh ideas with people around the world. “

NMC “Sometimes too much bureaucracy is required
for simple things, like for checking the mail while
being outside JAEA campus, for organizing a Skype
call with a foreigner collaborator, or for organizing
the visit of an external person to the JAEA facility.
It would be nice to simplify these steps. It would
be appreciated as well, if JAEA could increase its
subscription to more scientific journals. The more
information we have access to, the better we can do
our work.

FGG “The access to research journals is very limited
for the type of research that is conducted in the
institute, I think expanding it would help me waste
less time trying to get the articles I need to read.

On the other hand, I think it would be better if
an English translation of important (mostly safety
related) emails would be sent to foreign people as

well as translated emergency alerts. In case we are
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by ourselves with no Japanese person around who
we can ask for a translation. “

MK “It would be good for announcements to be
made in both Japanese and English. Mostly they
are in Japanese and so I am unsure as to what is
happening in ASRC. Foreign staff should be able
to receive safety training in English. It all takes
place in Japanese so there is little understanding of
the procedures in an emergency apart from “Find
a Japanese colleague to help you” . But this is of
course not always possible.

KKR “ Currently, no comments *

In the future, do you like to work at JAEA (to

postdocs and students)?

NMC “After the completion of my postdoc, I would
like to go back to Europe. Thanks to this experience
in Japan and JAEA, I will be enriched not only
scientifically, but also culturally.

FGG “Even though I am very happy in Japan at
the moment, I would like to go back to my home
country at some point in the future. *

MK “ After my three year contract finishes, I would
love the opportunity to stay in Japan longer. If
there is an opportunity to stay at JAEA, or move to
another research institute, I would be very happy to
stay in here for longer! *

KKR ‘T will try. “
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