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Twelve students have been currying out their
research in the ASRC under available programs such
as internship and student fellowship.

O What made you decided to do your
research in ASRC?

(H.S) I have been doing an experiment in J-PARC
since I was a master’s student. Prof, Imai, who
was my supervisor back then, came to set up a
group in ASRC, and I joined them.

(T.L) I would have another year in University, but
felt like doing something different from what I
had been doing at the University. For my final
year, I decided to come here to work on a new
theme through “Fellow of Advanced Science”
program.

(Y.K) Actually, Ibaraki University has a laboratory
for radiobiology. However, | was interested in
the research carried at the group here investing
bioresponses from physics and chemistry
perspectives. This is because, I suppose, ASRC
is a part of JAEA, a comprehensive research
institute for atomic energy sciences.

(T.G) ASRC has better facilities than those of
the University laboratory’s, and we can do
different types of research from those carried
at Universities. Environmentwise, I was also
interested in working in an institute rather than
university.

© How do you find student life here?

(Y.K) I came here in my final year, but, at first,
struggled in the completely new environment.
I felt as if there is no place for me neither in
University nor in ASRC. By now, I have got
used to be here and got to be able to do things at
my own pace.

(Y.S) I used to live near the University, but have
moved in Tokai as I have no car. I found it was
very hard at first, but I have come to like Tokai
better.

(Y.I) I was little worried, at the beginning, about
living in the remote place and having no friends.
But I had expected that there would not be
many students here. So, this is, for me, a kind of
discipline, in a sense.
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(T.L) I must say that the environment here eliminates
all distracting thoughts and made us to
concentrate on work. I think students can
naturally motivate themselves here compared to
being at the University.

O What about the research environment?

(Y,D) T used to go to the University in the afternoons,
but I tend to be at work in the mornings here.
Breakfast is served only until 9 am in the
dormitory, and the group members come to
work in the morning. These seem to be the
reasons. Working till late used to make me feel
like I have done a lot, but now I realized that I
can work more efficiently when working during
the days.

(K.K) Research equipment here is very decent.
Instruments and consumables required for
biological experiments are well managed and
supplied efficiently.

(T.L) In the University, I need to narrow down the
number of conferences to present my own
work as travel expense is not usually provided.
In ASRC, on the other hand, a special aiding
system available for student enables us to
participate in conferences more often. We
have given more opportunities to discuss with
other researchers and widen scope of research
interests. I would also like to interact more
actively with people in ASRC. A research
institute of this kind is very unique, I think.

Students:
from front right
Yukiko Kanari (MS, Ibaraki Univ.)
Hitoshi Sugimura (Ph.D., Kyoto Univ.)
Lee Tongyu (Ph.D., Kochi Univ.)
Kiichi Kaminaga (MS, Ibaraki Univ.)
from front left
Yuka Sakamoto (MS, Ibaraki Univ.)
Yudai Ichikawa (Ph.D., Kyoto Univ.)
Tsubasa Gunji (BS, Ibaraki Univ.)
Interviewer:
Miho Noguchi (Research Group for Radiation and Biomolecular Science)
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