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Experience of living though
the Great East Japan Earthquake

Sadamichi MAEKAWA  Institute of Physical and Chemical Research

I was the director of Advanced Science Research Center (ASRC) for eight years from April 2010 to March
2018. It was called nuclear energy renaissance at the outset, and ASRC aimed to conduct advanced basic
research to respond to the nuclear new phase, which was expected to arrive in 10-20 years. However, the
scenario has changed considerably owing to the “Great East Japan Earthquake,” which occurred on Fri, March
11, 2011.

Technology has helped humanity realize its dreams, and people’ s lives have been enriched because of it.
However, technology has affected us adversely as well. JAEA' s view of technology has changed considerably
from this day on the border. Because it was an urgent and important subject to solve a problem just before
calling it earthquake disaster revival and decontamination of Fukushima, the state of ASRC was asked greatly .
As the only general-purpose atomic agency in Japan, JAEA took the helm tohelmed the decontamination efforts
at Fukushima, in addition to providing telephonic counseling services to people affected by the earthquake.

We need to continue basic research for the future . Once basic research stops, it is difficult to restart it. I
continued appealing against this thing and worked to sustain the activities undertaken by ASRC. Fortunately, I
gained an understanding of the management of JAEA and have been able to continue till today. The members
of ASRC tried their best, without dropping the pace of daily research, to manage the extremely difficult work of
decontaminating earthquake-affected regions and the regions affected by the Fukushima accident.

Next, I speak about two occurrences in which I received impression , immediately after the Great East Japan
Earthquake. The Reimei International Workshop on spintronics was to be conducted by ASRC from March 14
to 16, 2011. Participants, including many foreigners, had already arrived on the March 11. The earthquake struck
at 014:46 on March 11, and power and communication lines were cut off immediately. Fortunately though, the
telephone in the director’ s room was functional, and I received a call from one of the prospective participants
from the United States. He had called to check whether we were safe and took it upon himself to inform other
foreign participants about postponement of the International Workshop. In addition, an International Workshop
under the same program was conducted with the same members a year later. Furthermore, two years later, the
Institute in Grenoble (France) hosted the Reimei International Workshop.

Several overseas participants who had already arrived on March 11 were housed in Akogigaura guesthouse.
However, because that house collapsed completely, all members were later housed at the Masago International
Dormitory. These members assisted the disaster management personnel helping the residents by procuring
fresh vegetables, hosting a party in the darkness without lighting, and generally lifting the spirits of the people
around them. Since food had run out, I went to their party. I had to eat! International cooperation teaches us
various things. I also did various discoveries by the earthquake disaster.

Overcoming the critical state of the Great East Japan Earthquake, ASRC thinks that the circumference of a
round and a lid also grew. I hope that everyone will promote science and technology research with a view to the

future at JAEA which is the center research institution in Japan .
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