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About "Notes on Basic Science’

Sadamichi Maekawa Director General, Advanced Science Research Center

At the Advanced Science Research Center (ASRC), we develop new fields of science and technology and
promote academic progress based on the “ASRC Initiative,” which can be given as follows:

(1) To conduct research on cutting-edge nuclear and materials science by taking maximum advantage of the
Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) and by developing human resources for this purpose.

(2) To conduct various activities as an international research center in order to be the leading research
organization of JAEA.

In order to promote the execution of our activities in accordance with our status as an international research
center, daily communications are expected to be conducted in English at ASRC. However, some members have
recently complained that the meetings were occasionally conducted in Japanese, which made me shape up. Since
the number of international researchers is increasing at ASRC, the importance of significant efforts in small day-
to-day aspects cannot be stressed enough.

We have conducted ASRC seminars since its establishment in 1993 and have invited lecturers from various
institutions to discuss their research on a regular basis. The 700th ASRC seminar was conducted recently,
which means that on an average the seminar is held once a week. “Notes on Basic Science” is issued annually to
present recent research activities and achievements of ASRC and to introduce cutting-edge science in a simple
manner.

In the preface to the current issue, Ms. Sonoko Watanabe, Executive Director of JAEA, who supervises
the intellectual resources management, research & development collaboration, and public relations, expressed
the expectations for the future of atomic energy research. As is illustrated in the preface, the atmosphere
at JAEA became entirely gloomy due to the Great East Japan Earthquake that occurred on March 11, 2011.
However, approximately seven years have passed by and the atmosphere is becoming lighter and happier once
again. Based on the ASRC Initiative, we are making considerable effort to create a bright future for JAEA by
considering Ms. Watanable' s statement that future cannot be predicted, but that futures can be invented.

Finally, I would like to sincerely appreciate your continuous support and valued counsel to the ASRC.
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