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About "Notes on Basic Science’

Sadamichi Maekawa Director General, Advanced Science Research Center

“Notes on Basic Science” is issued to present recent research activities and achievements of Advanced Science
Research Center (ASRC) and to introduce cutting-edge science in an easy-to-follow manner.

Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) became a National Research and Development (R&D) Agency in
April 2015. JAEA separated fusion R&D and the part of quantum beam technology research from JAEA and
integrated them into Quantum and Radiological Science and Technology (QST) in April 2016. Various such
organizational changes have been underway at JAEA, but the role of ASRC has always remained the same. As
Dr. Miura, Executive Director of JAEA, has written in the preface to this issue, our mission is to uncover new
phases of science and technology in which JAEA would play a key role in the future.

The third medium-to-long-term plan started in April 2015. The first and second five-year plans were followed
by the third seven-year plan. Basic research requires steady and constant effort to ensure sustained research
focus. Some novel achievements in the one-and-a-half years that have passed since the start of the third medium-
to-long-term plan are introduced in this issue of the Notes.

I would appreciate your deeper understanding and continued support.



